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08Mar. Navy may escort Persian Gulf 
ships 

        Persian Gulf                    

 र         

 The Indian government is considering 
deploying Indian Navy ships to escort ships 
stranded in the Persian Gulf. 

   र     र  र Persian Gulf                   

                  Indian Navy               

 र   प                   

 This was stated by a senior government 
official. 

 य               र   र  र       र         

 A decision will be taken in two days, the 

source said. 

                                             

 Shipping industry sources estimate that 
some 10% of the oil tankers and gas carriers 
stranded in the Persian Gulf are Indian flagged. 

 Shipping industry sources           Persian 

Gulf         oil tankers और gas carriers       

 गभग 10%   र                

 State-owned Shipping Corporation of 
India is among the major global ship owners 

whose ships are stranded. 

  र  र             Shipping Corporation of 

India उ                                           

                 

 These ships amount to more than 8 lakh 
tonne of cargo carrying capacity. 

 इ                8                cargo 

carrying capacity     

 This information is based on data from 
Lloyds List Intelligence. 

 य          Lloyds List Intelligence         प  

           

 This would be equivalent to almost six 
million barrels of oil. 

 य   गभग छ           र                   

Stranded seafarers 

               

 The International Maritime Organization 
estimates almost 20,000 seafarers are onboard 

stranded ships. 

 International Maritime Organization           

 गभग 20,000 seafarers                प           

 Given India is a major source of 
seafarers to global shipping, these seafarers would amount to several thousands. 

         र        shipping        seafarers               , इ     इ     ई    र   र    

            

 The Indian Navy has conducted extensive operations defending merchant ships. 

 Indian Navy    merchant ships                 प    भय            
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 This includes ships with Indian seafarers. 

 इ      र                      भ            

 These operations were against Houthi attacks as well as Somalian pirates. 

 य    भय   Houthi       औ  Somalian pirates              

 Operation Sankalp was launched to ensure maritime security in the Gulf region. 

 Operation Sankalp    Gulf        maritime security          र                य  गय      

 This operation included action against Houthi rebels. 

 इ    भय      Houthi rebels                  भ            

 Meanwhile, Iran‘s promise to not attack neighbours in the Persian Gulf may give 

confidence to ships stranded there. 

 इ      Persian Gulf                 र         र      Iran                                   

            

 This may allow ships to move across the Strait of Hormuz and sail away. 

 इ         Strait of Hormuz प       ग              

 This was stated by another highly placed source and decision maker in the government. 

 य                                 और                  

 “This Iranian affirmation is definitely a positive,” they stated. 

 उ             य  Iranian affirmation        प          र              

 They added that it provides increasing confidence. 

 उ             इ             र       

 Cargoes stuck on one side of the Strait of Hormuz may start moving. 

 Strait of Hormuz       ओ          cargo     ग                       

 This would help the overall fuel dynamics as well. 

 इ        ई                    भ          ग   

 Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian said Iran will not target neighbouring countries 
unless they initiate an attack. 

 Iran    र       Masoud Pezeshkian           Iran                                      

                   र   

 Further, according to the source, India has arranged for alternative supplies. 

                 र                            र        

 Effectively, 70% of India‘s crude oil supplies are now sourced in ways that do not require 
crossing the Strait of Hormuz. 

          प      र     70% crude oil supplies                               Strait of 

Hormuz   र  र                      

 The source added that there will be no rise in retail prices of petrol and diesel. 

               petrol और diesel       र              ई                 

 On Friday, Iranian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Saeed Khatibzadeh told The Hindu 

something important. 

      र    Iran    Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Saeed Khatibzadeh    The Hindu    

      प              

 He said Iran was not stopping Indian ships in the strait. 

 उ             Iran Strait      र                   र   र       

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society  

TOPICS COVERED  08 March  2026 

08Mar U.P. accounts for most cases of denial of access to public spaces to 

persons from SC communities 

                                  र                    SC                 

  र         
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08Mar. U.P. accounts for most cases of denial of access to public spaces to 

persons from SC communities 

                                  र                    SC                   र 

        

 Reported cases of denial of access to public spaces to persons from the Scheduled Caste 
communities — a crime category that was introduced by the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) in 2017 — have been rising across India since authorities started recording 
them, with Uttar Pradesh holding a large share. 

                                  र                                            —    र      

  र    र       र  (NCRB)      2017           ग       र           —      प        ग  

            र   र                  ,         र                      

 As per the NCRB‘s 2023 Crime in India report, there were 180 reported cases of SCs 
being denied access to public spaces under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 
across the country. 

 NCRB    2023                    र              , प           SC/ST (     र     र ) 

                                                                               180       

        ग   

 Of these, 173 were reported in U.P. alone. 

 इ       173              र                 ग   

 The remaining incidents were reported from Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan. 

              र    ,            ,   र   ,         और र           प       ग    

 The NCRB‘s data for the year before showed that the country reported 305 cases, out of 
which 300 were from U.P. 

 NCRB      छ                    प                 305               ग ,          300   र 

            

 In 2018, the State accounted for 68% of such cases all over India, which rose to 80% in 
2019. 

 2018    र      प      र                   68%            य ,    2019       र 80%    गय   

For better classification 

     र     र         
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 Ish Kumar, former Director-General of the NCRB, told The Hindu that in 2017, the 
organisation introduced new columns to ―better classify‖ crimes across India. 

 NCRB                   ई      र                  य     2017             प      र      प      

   ―    र       ‖              ई                  

 As a result, new crime heads and classifications were added in the Crime in India reports. 

 इ    प       प                 र             र           औ      र       ग   

 The category of crimes under the SC/ST Act — ‗Prevent or deny or obstruct usage of 
public place/passage‘ — was among the new crime-heads that were added to the series 
as part of this reform. 

 SC/ST                 प              — ‗            /                 र        

       र  ‘ — इ      र             ग   ई   र                        

 In the first year that this crime category was introduced, it noted just 12 cases across the 
country, spread across States like Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Karnataka, Kerala, and 
Maharashtra, while U.P. reported zero. 

 इ    र                                   प                12               ग ,           

    ,      ,       ,   र  और    र         र               ,        र           ई           

         

 However, U.P. did record 57 cases that year under another newly added category: SC 
persons being forced to leave their residence or facing social boycott. 

        , उ         र                ई             57               ग :                  

               र छ                र  र                   र           र    

 Interestingly, a review of this crime category data showed that the number of such cases 
reported was relatively lower for people belonging to Scheduled Tribe communities. 

           य        इ    र                              प                             

                                      ग                                  ग   

 
 

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED  08 March  2026 

08Mar On backlash, Govt. pulls back revised earthquake zoning 

   र           र  र                                      
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08Mar. On backlash, Govt. pulls back revised earthquake zoning 

   र           र  र                                      

 Government departments, Metro Rail corporations and infrastructure authorities 
apprehended a surge in construction costs of marquee projects nationwide on 
implementation of the new norm 

  र  र         , Metro Rail        और     र         र                            र 

    र           र                                        

 Less than four months after issuing a revision to India‘s earthquake zoning framework, 
the Centre has withdrawn its own notification following a major backlash. 

   र                                                 र                            र  र  र    

      र           प                 प         
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 This backlash came from several government departments, Metro Rail corporations and 
infrastructure authorities. 

 य            र  र         , Metro Rail        और     र         र       ओ      य   

 They apprehended a surge in construction costs of marquee projects nationwide. 

 उ               इ        र           र                                 ग   

 The Hindu has learnt this development. 

 य          The Hindu               

 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) had issued a Gazette notification on November 6, 
2025. 

 Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)    6     र 2025       Gazette notification        य  

    

 This introduced revised earthquake hazard zoning under the updated IS 1893 (Part 1): 
2025 code. 

 इ         IS 1893 (Part 1): 2025 code                                   प      ग      

 The code governs the earthquake-resistant design of structures. 

 य           -र      र                     य              

 The revised standard was meant to replace the existing IS 1893 (Part 1): 2016 framework. 

 य                      IS 1893 (Part 1): 2016 framework          प                  

 This framework currently guides structural design norms across the country. 

 य                  प             र                         ग               

 However, the revised notification has now been withdrawn through a fresh Gazette 
notification issued on March 3, 2026. 

            इ                      3      2026      र   ई Gazette notification            

                     

 This restores the earlier code with immediate effect. 

 इ      र                             गय      

 The reversal follows strong objections from multiple government agencies. 

 य      य  ई  र  र                    र            य  गय   

 These include the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

 इ    Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA)           

 It also includes several Metro Rail corporations across northern India. 

 इ          र    र      ई Metro Rail      भ            

 The National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA) and other infrastructure bodies also objected. 

 National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA) औ         र               भ   प         

 They flagged the potential impact of the revised probabilistic seismic hazard assessment 
(PSHA) framework. 

 उ              probabilistic seismic hazard assessment (PSHA)            भ      भ        

        य   

 They warned about its effect on construction costs. 

 उ      इ                 र                          

 The development also has major implications for India‘s buildings and construction 
sector. 

 इ              र         और            प  भ       भ   प        

 This sector had begun expressing concern over a potential spike in project costs. 

 इ           र                                                               

 Developers had warned that the revised zoning framework could disrupt financing for 
ongoing projects. 

                                     zoning framework       र     र                      

                

 Some suggested that several under-construction high-rise developments could risk 
turning into ‗stranded assets‘. 

                                          र    र        ‗stranded assets‘             

 This could happen if costs escalated sharply. 
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 The BIS notification issued in November last year significantly revised India‘s seismic 
risk framework. 

   छ           र      र  BIS               र                               प             य  

    

 It incorporated updated PSHA-based modelling and new hazard parameters. 

 इ         PSHA     र          औ                          ग      

 Under the proposed classification, more than 60% of India‘s landmass would fall under 
moderate to high earthquake risk zones. 

         ग              र     60%                                                  

 This represented a major shift in the country‘s seismic hazard mapping. 

 य                                                      

 A notable change in the revised framework was the introduction of a new highest-risk Zone 
VI. 

                        प           य                     Zone VI              

 This brought parts of Kashmir, the North-East, and the Kutch region of Gujarat under the 
most stringent seismic design standards. 

 इ       र,   र-    , औ     र                                 र                

             ग           

 Several other regions across the Himalayan belt were categorised under Zone V. 

                               Zone V     ग       य  गय   

 This indicates very high seismic vulnerability. 

 य                                           

 Such changes would have required significant revisions in structural design standards. 

                      र                                                  

 This applied to buildings and infrastructure projects. 

 य        और     र      र        प    ग        

 It would also require stronger foundations. 

 इ        और                            

 One of the strongest objections to the revised zoning framework came from MoHUA. 

              ग                            प  य            MoHUA    ओ         

 In a February 2026 communication to the Cabinet Secretariat, the ministry flagged 

concerns. 

  र र  2026    Cabinet Secretariat                       य                    

 It flagged certain technical and financial concerns arising from the revision of IS 1893. 

 इ    IS 1893                    छ        और                             य  गय   

Huge financial impact 

                

 The MoHUA letter accessed by The Hindu said the proposed revision could have 
materially significant financial implications. 

 The Hindu   र      MoHUA              गय                                            

         

 This would affect infrastructure and construction projects. 

 य      र    और          र            भ        ग   

 It would particularly impact large public works such as Metro Rail systems and urban 
infrastructure. 

 य         प    Metro Rail systems और   र      र                        र        

    भ        ग   

 The NDSA also raised scientific objections to the revised hazard values. 

 NDSA    भ          hazard values प                  उ      

 This happened when the draft was circulated in mid 2025. 

 य                 2025                   य  गय   

 A senior NDSA official said they reviewed the draft. 

         NDSA      र            उ                         
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 They felt the values were quite high. 

 उ    ग                      

 The hazard value being suggested was much higher than what they observed in site 
investigations. 

        hazard value उ    site investigations    प   ग                         

 Officials added that higher hazard values would automatically translate into higher costs 
for infrastructure projects. 

        य                hazard values  प    प     र      र                          

 Technical discussions within government agencies also raised questions about the 
methodology used in the revised PSHA. 

  र  र              भ               ओ             PSHA              ई      प  भ     

उ    ग   

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED  08 March  2026 

08Mar Why does the Strait of Hormuz‘s closure matter? 

 Strait of Hormuz                           ? 

08Mar The philosopher who seeks vengeance 

                र                

08Mar The bell strikes 

              

08Mar Hit to kill 
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08Mar. Why does the Strait of Hormuz‘s closure matter? 

 Strait of Hormuz                           ? 

 Where is the Strait of Hormuz and what is its significance? 

 Strait of Hormuz             और               ? 

 Why have tensions in West Asia affected this passage? 

 West Asia                                         ? 

 What does Iran have to do with the near-complete closure of the strait? 

                                     Iran                ? 

 How does the situation affect India and what is the government doing about it? 

         India                 र      और  र  र     र र     ? 

 The Strait of Hormuz, one of the world’s most strategically important chokepoints, has 
been experiencing a near-total collapse in commercial traffic following rising tensions in 
West Asia. 

 Strait of Hormuz,        य          strategically important chokepoints            , West 

Asia                     commercial traffic                र                        

 More than 20% of the world‘s total oil and gas shipments, and nearly 40% of India‘s, 
pass through the strait. 

     य         oil and gas shipments    20%         औ    र          40% इ   strait    

     ग          

What is the significance of the strait? 

                        ? 

 The Strait of Hormuz, only 33 kilometres wide at its narrowest, lies between Iran, Oman, 
and the UAE. 

 Strait of Hormuz,     प                           33        र        , Iran, Oman और 

UAE                

 It is a vital route for oil and gas from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Iraq, and Iran leaving 
the Persian Gulf to various destinations. 

 य  Persian Gulf           Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Iraq और Iran    oil और gas    

   भ           प                              

 Other important shipping chokepoints in the world include the natural Malacca Strait off 
Singapore. 

     य           प    shipping chokepoints    Singapore    प               Malacca 

Strait           

 Almost the entire west-bound Chinese maritime trade takes place through this strait. 

  गभग प             र                          र इ                   ग          

 Another is the Bab-al-Mandab at the mouth of the Red Sea, which has come under Houthi 
influence. 

          प      ग  Red Sea           प      Bab-al-Mandab   ,    Houthi influence      

गय      

 There is also the artificial Suez Canal connecting Europe and Africa-Asia. 

 इ          Europe और Africa-Asia               artificial Suez Canal भ      

 Another is the artificial Panama Canal linking the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. 

         ग  Pacific और Atlantic Oceans               artificial Panama Canal     

 There are also the straits of Bosphorus and Dardanelles connecting the Mediterranean 
and Black Sea via the Sea of Marmara. 

 इ          Bosphorus और Dardanelles straits भ        Sea of Marmara            

Mediterranean और Black Sea              

 These are crucial not just for nations such as Romania but also for Russia. 

 य       Romania             Russia        भ          प        

 While Egypt and Panama hold sovereignty over the Suez and Panama canals, respectively. 

      Egypt    प   Suez Canal औ  Panama    प   Panama Canal       भ        
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 Turkey has exclusive sovereign rights over the Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits. 

 Turkey    प   Bosphorus और Dardanelles straits प           भ             

 Nations such as Malaysia and Singapore, and Iran and Oman play a major role in securing 
the natural straits (Malacca and Hormuz) while not holding sovereignty over them. 

 Malaysia और Singapore,     Iran और Oman                            (Malacca और 

Hormuz)                 भ        भ      ,         उ    प   इ  प     भ             

 India has been building naval presence in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

   र  Andaman और Nicobar Islands     प   naval presence             

 The strategic aim is gaining leverage over Chinese trade across the Malacca Strait. 

 इ            उ    Malacca Strait      र          र  र leverage      र       

What is the current situation? 

                  ? 

 Since February 28, when the U.S. and Israel attacked Iran, and Iran retaliated, ship traffic 
across the strait has reduced by some 95%. 

 28  र र    ,    U.S. और Israel    Iran  र           औ  Iran            र   ई   ,       

strait                 ग    गभग 95%            

 Nine ships have faced attacks in or near the strait. 

           प  strait    य  उ      प               

 Shipping is a high-risk business. 

 Shipping                            

 Even small damages can prove costly to repair. 

 य          छ        भ   र                                  

 Lloyds List Intelligence, a maritime information provider, estimates that some 600 ships 
are now stranded in the region. 

 Lloyds List Intelligence,       maritime information provider   ,                  गभग 

600                            

 Some 250 are bulk carriers carrying loose cargo such as coal, ores, and grain. 

 इ     गभग 250 bulk carriers       coal, ores और grain                             

 Others include some 200 oil tankers and 50 gas carriers. 

               गभग 200 oil tankers औ  50 gas carriers           

Can countries just halt shipping lanes? 

             shipping lanes      र        ? 

 International law generally treats the seas as commons. 

 International law        प                                  

 Though territorial waters and exclusive economic zones are recognised. 

         territorial waters औ  exclusive economic zones                  

 In general, laws and practices tend to be favourable towards free usage of seas by 
merchant ships. 

               औ        merchant ships   र                         प              

 And by naval ships for innocent passage. 

 औ  naval ships        innocent passage           भ           

 In the past, Egypt has shut down the Suez Canal. 

         Egypt    Suez Canal          य      

 Panama has not shut down its canal. 

       Panama     प   canal               य      

 No country can order the shutdown of the Straits of Hormuz and Malacca as its sovereign 
right. 

     भ      Straits of Hormuz और Malacca     प   sovereign right     प                

                   

 However, lack of security, emanating from threats and attacks, can make shippers wary. 

         threats और attacks    उ   security                                          
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 They may avoid passage due to fears of loss of life and property. 

         और                     र    इ    ग                 

 As a result, insurance costs can balloon. 

 इ    प       प insurance costs                 

 In the current situation, insurance premiums have climbed 10-15 times. 

                insurance premiums 10-15                   

 A rough estimate suggests that purchasing insurance for one week of transit would cost 
nearly as much as a normal yearly insurance. 

                         transit                   गभग उ          ग                      

                            

Are there alternatives to this strait? 

                         ? 

 Saudi Arabia can transport fuels to its western ports on the Red Sea, such as Yanbu, 
through pipelines. 

 Saudi Arabia  प           Red Sea    प         ग          Yanbu    pipelines            

भ            

 However, ship traffic in the Red Sea plummeted when Houthi attacks started in 2023-24. 

         2023-24    Houthi attacks                 Red Sea                 ग          गय   

 In October 2023, there were around 2,300 ship transits across Bab-el-Mandab. 

     र 2023    Bab-el-Mandab     गभग 2,300                         

 By January, the number had dwindled to less than half. 

          र     य                       ग   

 Any attempt to leverage Red Sea ports may invite attacks from the Houthis, who are 
aligned to Iran. 

 Red Sea ports    उपय ग           य   Houthis                              ,    Iran    

            

How does closing the strait help Iran? 

                           Iran                     ? 

 Iran has spoken in multiple voices over allowing ship passage. 

 Iran                 ग                                         

 Currently, about one in five ships passing through the strait are Iranian. 

           strait       र         र                      Iranian          

 While those speaking for the Iranian government say they do not want shipping to halt. 

 Iranian government           य                   shipping                      

 Agencies such as the Iranian Revolutionary Guards have threatened attacks. 

       Iranian Revolutionary Guards           य                           

 Iran hopes that closing the strait will force world opinion to pressure Israel and the U.S. to 
end the conflict. 

 Iran    उ                                       Israel और U.S. प              र      

         ग   

 How does the situation affect India‘s economy and oil prices? 

         India            और                            र     ? 

 Some 40% of India‘s oil flows through the strait. 

   र          40%         प     इ   strait                 

 Qatar supplies half of India‘s LNG imports. 

 Qatar भ       LNG imports                           

 This in turn provides half of the country‘s natural gas needs. 

 य         natural gas   र                प             

 Qatar shut down its LNG production when the conflict began. 

                 र Qatar    LNG production      र       



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
3 

 About 30% of India‘s natural gas is directed towards fertilizer production. 

 भ        गभग 30% natural gas    उपय ग fertilizer production             

 The government is actively pursuing other LNG sources such as the U.S., Russia, and 
Australia. 

          LNG sources      U.S., Russia और Australia    ओ     य  प     य          

    

 Some 60% of India‘s LPG comes from imports largely upstream of the strait. 

 भ        गभग 60% LPG     य   strait      र                      

 A shortage of LPG, the dominant cooking gas in India, is far more worrying. 

 LPG,    भ            cooking gas   ,                          

 The U.S. has given the green light for India’s purchase of Russian crude for 30 days. 

 U.S.    भ       30              Russian crude  र                      

 Overall, Brent crude price has been hovering below $90. 

            Brent crude price  गभग $90                    

 An increase in global crude prices may force the Indian government to increase petrol 
and fuel prices. 

 global crude prices            Indian government    petrol और    ई                     

            

 This may lead to a spiralling effect on the economy. 

 इ             र         र         प           
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08Mar. The philosopher who seeks vengeance 

                र                

 Ali Larijani 

       र     

 The Secretary of Iran‘s Security Council, who has emerged as a voice of the country’s 
defiance in the time of war, says Tehran will not talk to the U.S. and will deliver ‗an 
unforgettable lesson to international oppressors‘ 

ईर        र     र          ,             य                         प    उभ     ,         

      र       र   (U.S.)                ग  औ  ‗   रर                        र       ‘ 

  ग   

Ali Larijani and the Iran–U.S.–Israel Conflict 

       र     और ईर  –    र  –  र          

 On March 1, a day after the U.S. and Israel started bombing Iran, Donald Trump said in 
an interview that the Iranian leaders wanted to resume negotiations. 

1        ,        र   और   र       ईर    र     र         उ              ,           

                        ईर                 र         र             

 “I have agreed to talk,” he said. 

उ         , ―                                ‖ 

 A response came swiftly from Ali Larijani, Secretary of Iran‘s Supreme National Security 
Council. 

इ  प             य  ईर           र        र     र                  र        ओ         
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 “We will not negotiate with the Americans,” he wrote in a social media post. 

उ                             , ―       र                          र    ‖ 

 “You have set ablaze the hearts of the Iranian people,” he said in an interview, referring to 
the assassination of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader. 

उ                       , ―     ईर                                  ,‖ य          उ      

         र                    ई           उ      य   

 “We will burn the hearts of our enemies.” 

उ         , ―                               ‖ 

 In the days that followed, the U.S. and Israel pounded Iran. 

इ                        र   और   र       ईर    र      र           

 Mr. Trump asked the Iranians to take over state institutions. 

       ईर          र                                                

 It did not happen. 

                   

 Iran retaliated by launching missiles at American bases in the Persian Gulf, and Israel. 

ईर              र   ई  र                       र           और   र     र         

       

 On March 6, both President Masoud Pezeshkian and Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
said Iran was not immediately seeking a ceasefire. 

6         र                      औ                   र                      र        र   

            

 Mr. Trump then demanded ―an unconditional surrender.‖ 

इ               ―                ‖             

 As the war unfolds with regional implications, Mr. Larijani has emerged as a defiant face 
and voice of the Islamic Republic. 

    -                               र    ,    र             र                 और    र  

   र   र      

 The Security Council he leads is one of the most important institutions of the state, 
especially during wartime. 

      र     र                      ,    र                                     ,         

            

 Founded in 1989 under the revised Constitution, the Council’s main responsibility is to 
define defence and national security policies. 

                       1989         , इ  प                     र   और र        र   

                 र   र       

 The secretary of the Security Council is roughly the equivalent of the National Security 
Adviser of India. 

  र     र            गभग   र     र        र         र                   

 Mr. Larijani came of age during the tremulous years of pre-revolutionary Iran. 

   र                ईर                                          

 His father, Grand Ayatollah Hashem Amoli, a renowned Shia cleric, fled to Iraq in the 
1930s to avoid persecution under the Shah. 

उ     प                           ,                    , 1930                       

                         र              

 Ali Larijani was born in Najaf in 1958, the central Iraqi city that hosts the tomb of Imam Ali. 

       र           1958             ,    इ                                       

              

 The Larijanis moved back to Iran in 1960. 

   र       र  र 1960         ईर            

 Ali Larijani studied in a religious seminary in Qom. 

       र                              र                

 He got a Bachelor of Science degree in computer science from Aryamehr University of 
Technology, Tehran. 

उ         र             र            ऑ                   र              र ऑ           
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 For his Master‘s and Ph.D., he switched to Western philosophy. 

 प         और               उ                 (Western philosophy)     य    य   

 According to a profile of Mr. Larijani on the University of Tehran website, he has 
published three books on Immanuel Kant (all in Farsi). 

   र                         र    र                       र, उ                    र 

          (      र     )               

 These books include The Mathematical Method in Kant‘s Philosophy, Metaphysics and 
the Exact Sciences in Kant‘s Philosophy, and Intuition and Synthetic A Priori 
Judgments in Kant‘s Philosophy. 

इ  प         The Mathematical Method in Kant‘s Philosophy, Metaphysics and the Exact 

Sciences in Kant‘s Philosophy,     Intuition and Synthetic A Priori Judgments in 

Kant‘s Philosophy           

 He has written a book on Descartes‘s Discourse on the Method. 

उ      Descartes    Discourse on the Method प  भ     प             

 He has additionally written about Saul Kripke, the American philosopher of language and 
modal logic. 

उ               ,         और                   र             , प  भ           

 He has also written about David Lewis, the analytical metaphysician. 

उ              ई ,                        (analytical metaphysics)            

  , प  भ         य      

A member of the elite 

                

 But in Iran, the philosopher found refuge in revolution. 

      ईर      इ                                

 Like many of his peers who were inspired by the 1979 revolution, Mr. Larijani joined the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). 

 प                          1979                     ,    र             र      र       

     (IRGC)             ग   

 The IRGC is a paramilitary organisation founded by Ayatollah Khomeini soon after the 
Shah was toppled. 

IRGC                              प                                              र   

           

 For Mr. Larijani, the years with the IRGC became the foundation of a long career in Iran‘s 
security and political establishment. 

   र            IRGC                           र   और र                       र र    

        ग   

 During the administration of President Hashemi Rafsanjani (1989-97), he was appointed 
Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance. 

र              र        (1989–97)               उ          और                     

  य     य  गय   

 In 1994, he became the Director-General of the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting 
(IRIB). 

1994               र     ऑ  ईर             (IRIB)                   

 IRIB is an arm of the Office of the Supreme Leader. 

IRIB          र                    ग     

 This role brought him closer to the Leader (Rahbar), Ayatollah Khamenei. 

इ  भ         उ            र (र  र)                ई    औ            य   

 That was the beginning of a long relationship between the Imam and the philosopher. 

य            और                                        

 By the turn of the century, Mr. Larijani had become one of the key figures of the elite of 
the Republic. 

             ,    र       र                                                   
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 Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the conservative politician who became President in 2005, 
appointed Mr. Larijani head of the Security Council and chief nuclear negotiator. 

                 ,    2005    र          ,       र          र     र           और     

 र            र             

 As a nuclear negotiator, he sent mixed signals. 

 र            र     प    उ                       

 He once likened European incentives to abandon Iran‘s nuclear programme to 
―exchanging a pearl for a candy bar.‖ 

उ             ईर       र               छ              र                       ―        

            र     ‖        

 But the same Mr. Larijani quit the Security Council in 2007 amid disagreements with Mr. 
Ahmadinejad. 

             र     2007                                   र    र     र               

      

 Mr. Ahmadinejad‘s hardline policies had deepened Iran‘s global isolation. 

                 र            ईर                     और              

 It was a rare public rupture in the conservative camp. 

य                                                                       

 After falling out with Mr. Ahmadinejad, Mr. Larijani moved to parliamentary politics. 

                              र            र                

 In 2008, he got elected to the Majles and became Speaker. 

2008             (ईर        )             ग  औ     र      

 He held the Speaker position till 2020. 

उ      2020       र               

 When Hassan Rouhani pursued nuclear talks with the U.S. and signed a deal in 2015, Mr. 
Larijani provided legislative support as Speaker. 

                    र           र              औ  2015               ,       र    

         र                                

 When the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was put to debate in the Majles, 
Mr. Larijani gave just 20 minutes to discuss it. 

   Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) प                  ,       र        

                 20           

 This was for Parliament‘s 290 members, before pushing the deal through. 

य          290                ,           उ                   र   र         

 In domestic politics, he has been associated with the principalist (hardline) camp. 

 र    र                       (  र    )                     

 He was supported by the Islamic Society of Engineers, a principalist political 
organisation. 

उ   Islamic Society of Engineers,                 र                ,                

 In 2005, when he stood for the presidential elections for the first time, his bid was 
supported by the Council for Coordination of the Forces of the Revolution. 

2005       उ      प        र                ,    उ   Council for Coordination of the Forces 

of the Revolution                 

 This organisation is an umbrella group of conservative organisations. 

य    ग                         छ           

 He finished sixth, winning only 5.94% of the votes, but became the Security Council 
Secretary. 

   छ        र र  , उ        5.94%         ,                   र     र                

 In 2021 and 2024, he registered for the presidential election. 

2021 और 2024    उ      र                    प          य   

 But his nomination was rejected by the powerful Guardian Council. 

      उ    उ                                                 ग   

 But Masoud Pezeshkian, who won the 2024 presidential election, brought Mr. Larijani 
back as the Security Council Secretary. 
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      2024    र                                             र          र      र     र      

                 

Security czar 

  र        

 For years, Iran had built a sprawling network of allies in West Asia both as a deterrent 
and as an offensive strategy. 

          ईर                                                   य ,      र   (deterrent) 

औ        र                प      य           

 The champion of this forward defence was Qassem Soleimani, the Quds Force General 
who was assassinated by the U.S. in January 2020. 

इ    र          र                            ,                 र ,            र  2020 

       र        र          

 That was a big blow to Iran. 

य  ईर                          

 When Gen. Soleimani was killed, Mr. Larijani warned that the killing would alter the 
political balance of the region. 

     र                   ई,       र                      इ           र               

           

 “The response to Haj Qassem Soleimani‘s blood should be measures to make American 
forces flee from the region,” he said, according to Tehran Times. 

Tehran Times           उ         , ―                                                   

    र                        र          ‖ 

 In April 2025, amid rising tensions between Israel and Iran, Mr. Larijani said if attacked, 
Iran would have ―no choice‖ but to get nuclear weapons. 

     2025      र    और ईर                              र               य              

        प    र          र        र              ई                 

 “We are not moving towards nuclear weapons, but if you do something wrong in the 
Iranian nuclear issue, you will force Iran to move towards that because it has to defend 
itself,” he said. 

उ         , ―    र          र       र         र     ,           ईर     र           र     

                    ईर                                 र  र                   र   

 र        ‖ 

 Two months later, Israel started bombing Iran, triggering the 12-day war. 

               र       ईर    र     र        ,       12                    

 The U.S. joined Israel on June 22 in bombing Iran‘s nuclear facilities. 

22            र           र               र ईर       र              र            

 In June, Mr. Trump declared victory, but the crisis was far from over. 

                              ,                                 

 Mr. Larijani endorsed the nuclear talks that opened in January 2026 following protests in 
Iran. 

   र           र  2026         ई  र                        ,    ईर        र              

         ई     

 The U.S. and Iran held three rounds of talks. 

    र   और ईर                र           ई  

 On February 27, Oman‘s Foreign Minister, who was mediating the talks, said a deal was 
within reach. 

27  र र                       ,           र र     ,                   र       

 Within hours the U.S. and Israel launched the war. 

                भ        र   और   र                र       

 Amid war and a political vacuum, a furious Iran responded with its drones and ballistic 
missiles. 

    और र                   ईर                और                                
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 “The brave soldiers and the great nation of Iran will deliver an unforgettable lesson to 
the hellish international oppressors,” Mr. Larijani said. 

   र           , ―ईर           र       और      र     र       रर                 

    र                 ‖ 

 Eight days into the war, Iran has been hit hard by the U.S. and Israel. 

                 , ईर          र   और   र                  र                

 Tehran has retaliated by escalating its attacks across the region. 

   र        र                      र               

 The IRGC, the revolutionary force where Mr. Larijani cut his teeth, has warned of a 
―prolonged war‖. 

IRGC,           र             र             र                        ,    ―        ‖    
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08Mar.The bell strikes 

              

 Rastriya Swatantra Party 

 र               

 The party that campaigned on anti-corruption, anti-establishment platforms has 
emerged as the winner of Nepal‘s first post-protest election 

                    र-  र    और     -  र           र          र     ,                  

  र  -                                     उभ      

Rabi Lamichhane and the Rise of the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) 

र       छ    और र               (RSP)        

 Rabi Lamichhane was a television personality until a few years ago, known for his 
confrontational talk show Sidha Kura Janata Sang (Direct talk with the people). 

र       छ            प                          ,     प     र              Sidha 

Kura Janata Sang (                र )                      

 In the show, he frequently criticised politicians and highlighted public grievances. 

इ    य              र                    र   और                       र  र       

 Buoyed by his popularity, he launched a political experiment. 

 प                          उ         र                   य   

 In June 2022, he founded the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP). 

    2022    उ      र               (RSP)      प       

 He strategically included ―Swatantra‖ (independent) in the party’s name to signal that the 
party was distinct from the established parties. 

उ      प              ―   ‖ (independent)                प            य       य  

    य            प                          

 The elections were just six months away. 

           छ          र     

 When Nepal went to the polls in November 2022, the RSP surprised everyone — it 
finished fourth. 

       र 2022                     ,    RSP                      और           र र    

 A key challenge for the RSP was that despite being the fourth-largest party and enjoying 
public support, few saw it as a formidable force capable of challenging established 
parties. 

RSP                     य                           और                        इ   

                                                   गय   

 First, it lacked a clear ideology. 

प         य                       र  र           

 Second, the party was synonymous with ―Rabi‖ or ―Ghanti‖ (the bell) — the party‘s 
election symbol. 

     , प           ―र  ‖    ―    ‖ (प                )     प                     

 Many viewed its rise with scepticism, saying it was a fleeting success driven by public 
frustration with Nepal‘s old guard — Nepali Congress, CPN-UML, and CPN (Maoist 
Centre). 

     ग      इ    उ य                        , य             य             र    र        

         —              , CPN-UML और CPN (           )                 ग          

  र        

 Mr. Lamichhane‘s controversial moves as Minister — the RSP had joined the 
government twice between 2022 and 2024 — and his brushes with the law dented the 

party’s image. 

                  छ                    — RSP 2022    2024             र  र  र    

       ई — औ                            प                     प    य   
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 He has been in and out of jail multiple times over charges of embezzling cooperative 
funds. 

उ       र                     र         ई   र              और  र                

 As it evolved, the party worked on its ideological clarity. 

  य        प        प       र  र         प        य   

 It now calls itself a pluralistic democratic party that espouses a liberal economy with 
social justice — centrist liberal. 

   य   य                                     ,                          र         

—                र                      

 The party’s views on the current federal structure remain unclear, with multiple leaders 
making different public statements about governance. 

               र    प  प                   ,        ई                      र    -

                          

 In July 2024, when the Nepali Congress and CPN-UML joined hands to form a government, 
the RSP was pushed into a meek opposition. 

    ई 2024                     और CPN-UML                    ,    RSP     र         

     ई  

 Last September‘s Gen Z protests, which the RSP supported, did further damage. 

  छ        र    Gen Z   र        ,       RSP              ,    प       औ         

         

 Some influential leaders deserted the party. 

                            छ       

 Mr. Lamichhane faced allegations of escaping jail during the chaos on September 9, 
the second day of the protests. 

9      र,                  र        , उ                         छ     र                 

 र        

 He, however, turned himself in. 

        उ                   र       

 The protests claimed 77 lives, including 19 in police firing, and toppled the K.P. Sharma 
Oli government, triggering elections. 

इ             77               ई,       19               र        र    , औ  इ      .  .      

        र  र   र  ई,                               ई  

Anti-corruption mood 

     र   र          

 The RSP, which was almost on the verge of implosion, suddenly became the beneficiary of 
the protests against corruption and misrule — what the party claims as its own agenda. 

RSP,     गभग             र  र   ,            र और                               

           ई,      प                   प                  

 The public anger was directed mostly against the Nepali Congress and the UML. 

                  प                  और UML                    

 In late December, then Kathmandu Mayor Balendra Shah, known as Balen, joined the 
RSP as the party‘s prime ministerial candidate. 

     र          ,                र          (     )    RSP                                 र 

                   

 In the run-up to the March 5 election, the RSP saw growing public support — many calling 
it a ‗Balen effect‘. 

5                      , RSP                     ,           ग ‗          ‘            

 The party, once synonymous with ‗Rabi‘, became synonymous with either ‗Balen‘ or 
‗Ghanti‘ (the bell). 

   प    प    ‗र  ‘                       ,       ‗     ‘    ‗    ‘ (                 )     प    

प            ग   

 This resonated with a larger electorate, beyond party lines. 

य                  र                        भ              
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 The four-year-old party, once criticised for lacking an ideology, has dealt a major blow to 
the established parties in the March 5 election. 

  र       र        ,      प        र  र                             प     ,    5         

                                      

 The RSP is set to secure a majority of 138 seats. 

RSP    138                      र                  

 Trends suggest it could even reach a two-thirds majority of 184 in the 275-member 
House. 

                 य  275              184            -    ई      भ                  

 As of now, the party has won 57 seats under the first-past-the-post system. 

      प       -   - -                 57                   

 It is leading in 64 out of 165 constituencies. 

य  165       64                                  

 It is also ahead under the proportional representation system, in which 110 members are 
elected, securing a 53% vote share. 

य                             भ   ग    ,       110                 , औ  इ   53%        र 

         

 Balen is set to defeat K.P. Sharma Oli by a huge margin. 

        .  .                    र     र             

 Gagan Thapa of the Nepali Congress is set to suffer a loss in Sarlahi-4, a constituency in 
the Madhesh plains. 

                                                        र    -4      र           र      

         

 He is facing defeat at the hands of an old Congress member now running on an RSP 
ticket. 

उ        र                    र           र      र            RSP          र          

र       

 Chandan Goopta, a data analyst following the polls in Madhesh, says this time the 
election was about Balen versus the rest. 

                           र र                                   इ                       

                    

 “It’s not Gagan vs Amaresh Singh (the RSP candidate), it’s Gagan vs Balen,” he said. 

उ         , ―              र        (RSP       र)        ,                       ‖ 

 “It’s the same for all constituencies in Madhesh.” 

उ                                                             
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08Mar. Hit to kill 

            

 THAAD 

THAAD 

Terminal High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) System 

         ई          र         (THAAD)       

 The Terminal High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) system is one of the most advanced 
missile defence platforms developed by the United States to counter ballistic missile 
threats. 
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Terminal High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD)             र       र     र         

                र                      ,                       र               र      

       य  गय      

 Designed to intercept missiles during the final stage of their flight, THAAD can destroy 
incoming threats both inside and outside earth‘s atmosphere. 

य                                        र     र                 ग     औ  य           

                                र और    र                          

 It provides a critical defensive layer against short-, medium-, and limited intermediate-
range ballistic missiles. 

य       र ,       र  और               र                                          

र    र                

 The U.S. deployed additional THAAD batteries to the West Asian region before it 
launched the invasion of Iran on February 28, along with other weapons. 

28  र र     ईर    र                  प        र                            र  

THAAD     र             ,       य             

 Unlike many traditional air defence systems that rely on explosive warheads, THAAD 
uses ―hit-to-kill‖ technology. 

     र   र       र                 प   ,             र    प    भ          , THAAD ―   -  -

   ‖          उपय ग          

 This means its interceptor missiles destroy incoming targets by directly colliding with 
them at extremely high speeds. 

इ              इ       र   र                               र  र           र       

 It relies on kinetic energy rather than an explosive blast. 

य                                 (kinetic energy) प    भ            

 This approach significantly improves precision and reduces the risk of debris from 
explosive interceptors affecting populated areas. 

य                                औ            र   र                                 

           र                   र       

 THAAD can engage ballistic missile targets at ranges of roughly 150–200 kilometres. 

THAAD  गभग 150–200        र      र  प                         र            

 It intercepts them at high altitude before they descend toward their intended targets. 

य         ई  र                र          , इ    प                      र        र   

Key components 

        

 The THAAD weapon system is a major element of the Ballistic Missile Defence System 
(BMDS) architecture. 

THAAD      र       Ballistic Missile Defence System (BMDS)                 प    

         

 It consists of several integrated components. 

य   ई                               

 These include interceptors that destroy incoming missiles through kinetic impact. 

इ       र   र                            र (kinetic impact)                         इ    

               

 It also includes truck-mounted launchers used to deploy the interceptors. 

इ       -           र भ                उपय ग    र   र        र            य           

 Another key component is the AN/TPY-2 radar, which detects and tracks missile threats at 
long range. 

         प        AN/TPY-2 र  र   ,           र   र          र                और     

      र       

 It also has a tactical fire control and communications unit that coordinates targeting and 
engagement. 

इ              र        और                 भ                     र  और   र   ई    

      र       
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 The system also includes additional logistics and support equipment. 

इ               र          और          र  भ                 

 A typical THAAD battery includes around 90 personnel, six launchers, and 48 
interceptors. 

         THAAD    र          90    , छ     र और 48    र   र          

 Each launcher carries eight missiles. 

        र                        

 THAAD is designed to operate as part of a layered missile defence network. 

THAAD      - र          र                      प                       य  गय      

 It can integrate with other systems such as the MIM-104 Patriot, including the Patriot 
Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3). 

य  MIM-104 Patriot      ,       Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3)         ,        भ  

                   

 It can also integrate with the Aegis Ballistic Missile Defence system used by naval forces. 

य                 र                      Aegis Ballistic Missile Defence             भ  

   य             

Recent Developments and Operational Role of THAAD 

THAAD                 और   र            

 THAAD has demonstrated its ability to launch PAC-3 missile segment enhancement (MSE) 
interceptors in recent tests. 

    य  प          THAAD    PAC-3 missile segment enhancement (MSE)    र   र          

    प                      

 This highlights the growing interoperability within the U.S. missile defence architecture. 

य      र          र     र          र         रऑ र                      

 The THAAD system is highly mobile and rapidly deployable, allowing the U.S. Army to 
position it in regions facing missile threats. 

THAAD                    और                                 ,           र        इ   

         र                                   

 The first operational THAAD battery was deployed to Guam in 2013. 

प              THAAD    र     2013                    य  गय      

 Internationally, the UAE became the first foreign buyer in 2011, followed later by Saudi 
Arabia. 

         य    प  UAE 2011                 र   र    , इ              र     भ  इ          

 The system has been in the spotlight since the latest war on Iran began on February 28. 

य        28  र र     ईर                                                         

 Iran has reportedly destroyed a key radar associated with the THAAD system used by the 
U.S. to detect and intercept ballistic missiles in West Asia. 

  प              ईर      THAAD                          र  र        र     ,       

उपय ग     र                                               और     र             र   

    

 This dealt a major blow to Washington‘s regional missile defence network as the war on 
Iran entered its second week. 

इ                             र                         ,    ईर    र        र       

         र      

 Satellite imagery cited in the reports suggests that an AN/TPY-2 radar valued at around 
$300 million was destroyed. 

  प       उ                   र                        गभग $300               AN/TPY-2 

र  र         य  गय   

 The radar was manufactured by RTX Corp. 

य       RTX Corp.                 

 It was destroyed along with its support equipment at Muwaffaq Salti Air Base in Jordan 
during the early days of the conflict. 
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           र                       Muwaffaq Salti Air Base प  इ            र            

 र           

 The AN/TPY-2 radar plays a critical role in guiding U.S. missile defence batteries 
deployed across the Persian Gulf. 

AN/TPY-2 र  र   र                       र          र       र                 र      

                          

 Despite such setbacks, THAAD remains a critical piece in America‘s defensive shield. 

इ                 , THAAD     र      र                                       

 Ballistic missiles travel at extremely high speed and high altitudes, leaving very little 
time for defence once they approach their targets. 

                             और     ई  र       र     ,             प   प         

    र                              

 Systems like THAAD are designed to intercept these threats far from population centres 
and critical infrastructure. 

THAAD               इ                        और             र         र    र        

               ई     

 This increases the chances of neutralising them before impact. 

इ      र                      र                          

 As missile technology continues to evolve, THAAD remains a key element of the U.S. 
strategy. 

    -                                 र     , THAAD     र   र                    

           

 It aims to build a multi-layered missile defence shield capable of countering a wide range 
of ballistic missile threats. 

इ    उ      - र          र                            र                     र   

            र              
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08Mar. How does Canada‘s uranium deal help India? 

 Canada    uranium deal    India                     ? 

 What uranium ‗stocks‘ does India have? 

 India           -       uranium ‗stocks‘   ? 

 Does the latest deal involve the 2010 India-Canada Civil Nuclear Cooperation 
Agreement? 

           deal    2010    India-Canada Civil Nuclear Cooperation Agreement       

  ? 

 How does India use its uranium? 

 India      uranium                र     ? 

 How is the country‘s nuclear power programme faring? 

        nuclear power programme         र     ? 

 In its quest for energy security, on March 2, India signed a Canadian $2.6-billion deal with 
Cameco. 

 Energy security           2           र     Cameco        2.6  र     र         ई 

         य   

 The Canadian company is among the world’s top three largest uranium producers by 
volume. 

 य  Canadian company     य                  uranium                             

 The deal ensures a supply of around 10,000 tonnes of uranium between 2027 and 2035 to 
India. 
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 य         2027    2035          र          10,000    uranium                        

    

What uranium ‗stocks‘ does India have? 

   र            -       uranium ‗stocks‘   ? 

 India has both domestic reserves and imported stockpiles of uranium. 

   र     प    र        र औ         uranium stockpiles           

 The domestic reserves amount to 4.2-4.3 lakh tonnes of ore. 

       भ      गभग 4.2-4.3        ore              

 These are spread across the major mines of Jaduguda and Turamdih in Jharkhand and 
Tummalapalle in Andhra Pradesh. 

 य    र       Jaduguda और Turamdih                 Tummalapalle                       

       

 The quantum of extractable uranium metal from the ore is estimated to be 76,000-92,000 
tonnes. 

 इ   य                           uranium metal          गभग 76,000-92,000         ग      

 The order of magnitude difference between the ore and the metal is because Indian ore is 
‗low grade‘ (0.02-0.45% concentration). 

 Ore और metal        इ         इ              भ    य  य  low grade (0.02-0.45% 

concentration)             

 On the other hand, Canada has high-grade ore (10-100 times richer than Indian ore). 

       ओ  Canada    प   high-grade ore       भ    य  य     10-100                    

 India has increasingly relied on imports. 

   र             imports प    भ      गय      

 These currently meet nearly three-fourths of the civilian requirement. 

 य            civilian                   -    ई      प             

 Aside from the Cameco deal, India also finalised a supply agreement with Kazatomprom of 
Kazakhstan in February. 

 Cameco deal            र      र र     Kazakhstan    Kazatomprom              भ  

 प              य   

 India also has ongoing contracts with Uzbekistan and Russia. 

 भ       Uzbekistan और Russia        भ     र              

 Both of these involve low-grade ore. 

 इ           low-grade ore           

 The government is also building a reserve intended to hold five years‘ supply of fuel. 

                   ई                   उ          reserve भ              

 This is meant to protect against supply chain shocks. 

 इ    उ    supply chain shocks                        

 While importing uranium ore is cheaper than extracting it, it cannot legally be used in 
nuclear weapons. 

         uranium ore          र                    ,       इ                nuclear 

weapons                             

 This is why India also mines ore domestically. 

 इ          र   र     र  र                र       

Does the deal involve the 2010 agreement? 

       deal    2010                   ? 

 The deal with Cameco comes under the India-Canada Civil Nuclear Cooperation 
Agreement (NCA). 

 Cameco                  India-Canada Civil Nuclear Cooperation Agreement (NCA) 

      ग           

 This was signed in 2010. 

 य  2010                   
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 It came two years after the Nuclear Suppliers Group issued its ‗clean‘ waiver for India. 

 य  Nuclear Suppliers Group   र    र     ‗clean waiver‘                        

 The waiver allowed India to engage in civil nuclear trade despite not signing the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

 इ           र     Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty  र     र    र             civil 

nuclear trade  र                 

 The waiver was made possible by the 123 nuclear agreement between India and the U.S. 

 य      India-U.S.        123 nuclear agreement           भ      

 Unlike the deal with Kazakhstan, the NCA requires India to provide ―fissionable material 
accounts‖ to Canada. 

 Kazakhstan deal      प    NCA          र     Canada    ―fissionable material 

accounts‖               

 Critics have often called this a slight against Indian sovereignty. 

            इ         र                                 य      

 On the flip side, the NCA has also been criticised for tacitly supporting India‘s nuclear 
weapons programme. 

       ओ  NCA           य       भ           य    र     nuclear weapons programme 

                       

 The more uranium India imports for civilian use, the more domestic uranium it can 
vouchsafe for military use. 

              र  civilian              uranium       र     , उ             र    

uranium                    र    र           

How does India use its uranium? 

   र       uranium                र     ? 

 India currently operates 24 nuclear reactors. 

   र            24 nuclear reactors          र       

 These have a generation capacity of around 9 GW. 

 इ        उ           गभग 9 GW     

 The 700-MW pressurised heavy water reactors (PHWRs) provide 6-7 GW. 

 700-MW pressurised heavy water reactors (PHWRs)  गभग 6-7 GW उ              

 This accounts for roughly 3% of India‘s total electricity. 

 य    र                       3%     

 These reactors use uranium as fuel. 

 य        uranium    ई                    र       

 The government is committed to increasing nuclear power capacity to 100 GW by 2047. 

  र  र    2047    nuclear power capacity    100 GW                        

 Previous attempts have faced land acquisition issues and local protests. 

 प        य        land acquisition        और         र                 प       

 Significant amounts of uranium are used in research reactors, such as Dhruva in 
Trombay. 

              uranium research reactors    उपय ग        ,      Trombay    Dhruva reactor  

 These produce medical isotopes such as technetium-99m and iodine-131. 

 इ    technetium-99m और iodine-131      medical isotopes   य                

 They are also used for advanced materials science research. 

 इ    उपय ग advanced materials science research    भ           

 In the 2025-26 Union Budget, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman allocated ₹20,000 
crore. 

 2025-26    Union Budget    Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman    ₹20,000  र   

            

 The money is for developing a new generation of small modular reactors. 

 य     small modular reactors     ई                             

 These typically use 3-5% enriched uranium. 

 इ            3-5% enriched uranium    उपय ग          
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 Domestic uranium is also used for nuclear warheads. 

       uranium    उपय ग nuclear warheads        भ           

 These are currently estimated to number around 170. 

 इ                    गभग 170               

 It is also used in nuclear-powered INS Arihant class submarines. 

 इ   nuclear-powered INS Arihant class submarines    भ  उपय ग   य           

How is India‘s nuclear power programme faring? 

   र     nuclear power programme         र     ? 

 India is currently transitioning from Stage 1 to Stage 2 of the three-stage programme. 

   र               - र              Stage 1    Stage 2    ओ             

 In Stage 1, PHWRs use natural uranium-235 to produce electricity and plutonium-239 as 
a byproduct. 

 Stage 1    PHWRs natural uranium-235    उपय ग      electricity और plutonium-239 

(  -    )           

 In Stage 2, fast breeder reactors use a mixed oxide fuel of uranium-238 and plutonium-
239. 

 Stage 2    fast breeder reactors uranium-238 और plutonium-239    mixed oxide fuel    

उपय ग          

 They produce electricity, uranium-233, and more plutonium-239. 

 य  electricity, uranium-233 और      plutonium-239 उ            

 The prototype fast breeder reactor (PFBR) in Kalpakkam is in an advanced stage of 
commissioning. 

 Kalpakkam        prototype fast breeder reactor (PFBR)  भ  commissioning        

 र         

 Finally, advanced heavy water reactors will use plutonium-239 and thorium-232 as fuel. 

        advanced heavy water reactors    plutonium-239 और thorium-232          प    

उपय ग    ग   

 This vision was proposed by Homi J. Bhabha. 

 इ  य        प       Homi J. Bhabha           

 It takes advantage of the fact that India hosts 20-25% of the world‘s thorium deposits. 

 य  इ          भ उ                     20-25% thorium deposits   र         

 However, the programme has faced numerous delays and cost overruns. 

         इ    य        ई   र  और                         प       

 The fast breeder test reactor was built at Kalpakkam in 1977. 

 Fast breeder test reactor           1977    Kalpakkam      य  गय      

 But the government approved the PFBR only in the early 2000s. 

                PFBR    2000                               

 The PFBR‘s cost nearly doubled from ₹3,492 crore to more than ₹6,800 crore in 2019. 

 PFBR          गभग   ग         ₹3,492  र         र 2019    ₹6,800  र              

ग   

 The Department of Atomic Energy had said that large-scale thorium deployment may take 
3-4 decades after fast breeder reactors become operational. 

 Department of Atomic Energy               प      प  thorium deployment    fast breeder 

reactors                     3-4      ग          

 Former chairman Anil Kakodkar explained that the doubling time of a fast breeder reactor 
is 15-20 years. 

 प        Anil Kakodkar       य     fast breeder reactor    doubling time 15-20              

 To generate 100 GW, India must go through several doubling cycles. 

 100 GW उ            भ        ई doubling cycles    ग        ग   

 This explains the multiple deals to secure uranium supply. 

 इ        uranium supply   र     र           ई               र       
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08Mar. Peak power demand to touch 270 
GW this summer: Naik 

            र             270 GW    

            :      

 The peak power demand is projected to be 
about 270 GW this summer and there will be no 
effect on regular electricity supply due to the 
West Asia crisis, Minister of State for Power 
Shripad Yesso Naik. 

 इ  ग       र             (Peak Power Demand) 

 गभग 270 GW                   औ             

                                 प       भ        प  ग ,             र                   

             

 The Ministry of Power projected 277 GW peak power demand during last summer (April 
2025 onwards). 

                    प    ग   य   (     2025       )          277 GW  र                       

 ग य      

 As per government data, the peak power demand met or the highest supply last month 
rose slightly to 243.15 GW from 238.06 GW recorded in February 2025. 

  र  र                  ,  प            र      ई  र             (Peak Power Demand 

Met) य                             243.15 GW    ग ,     र र  2025        238.06 GW    
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08Mar. Consider abdominal obesity a 
vital sign in Asian Indians: study 

      ई   र                          

                      :      

 Experts in India are calling for 
abdominal obesity to be recognised as a new 
vital sign in Asian Indians. 

   र                 ई   र                       

                           प                  

   ग            

 An editorial by Amerta Ghosh and 
Anoop Misra published in the journal Diabetes 
and Metabolic Syndrome: Clinical Research 
and Reviews, has emphasised the necessity of 
measuring waist circumference in all patients. 

    र       औ                          

        ,    Diabetes and Metabolic 
Syndrome: Clinical Research and Reviews 

                    ,         र          र    

  र     प             प        य      

Metabolic crisis 

                

 The progressive increase in obesity and 
abdominal obesity in India represents a 
significant and evolving metabolic crisis 

contributing to the rising prevalence of conditions 
such as type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, metabolic dysfunction-associated 
steatotic liver disease (MASLD) and associated 
cardiometabolic disorders, the editorial noted. 

   र            औ                 ग              , 

         प    औ                           

               औ       2       ,     र  , 

                 -                    

   र       (MASLD)             

                     र                   य ग    

       ,                     गय      

 Asian Indians characteristically develop 
abdominal obesity despite relatively normal 
Body Mass Index (BMI), a phenotype associated 
with higher insulin resistance, ectopic fat 
deposition, and earlier onset of metabolic 

diseases. 

      ई   र          प                            (BMI)                              

                                  ,                    र  ,                , औ  

          र                                   

 BMI, therefore, is an inadequate measure of obesity, it states, calling for a shift in focus 
from generalised obesity to abdominal obesity, from a reliance on BMI to prioritising waist 
circumference and related indices, including waist circumference-to-height ratio for more 
accurate cardiometabolic risk stratification in routine clinical practice. 

 इ     BMI                           , य          इ                                     

       प             औ  BMI प    भ             र      र                                र-
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  -    ई                                   य  गय    ,        य                         

                                      य          

 Data from the National Family Health Survey-5 revealed that abdominal obesity affects 
approximately 40% of women and 12% of men. 

 र        र  र          -5              प                            गभग 40%         

औ  12%            भ              

 Significantly, abdominal obesity is no longer confined to urban or affluent populations, it is 
rising in rural areas and increasingly affecting lower and middle socioeconomic groups, 
the editorial highlighted. 

    प        य                                र                                ,     य  

               भ            औ              और            -                 भ            

  ,                    य  गय      

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

08Mar. Heat during pregnancy results in fewer male babies: study 

             र            र                      :      
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Temperature and Sex Ratios at Birth 

       और                       

 When pregnant women experience higher ambient temperatures during gestation, 
fewer males are born, a recent analysis of demographic and health surveys in sub-
Saharan Africa and India showed. 

                र                            र             (ambient temperature) 

              प      ,                                , य  sub-Saharan Africa और India 

   demographic और health surveys        य                   य   

 A paper titled ―Temperature and sex ratios at birth‖ in the journal Demography, by 
Jasmin Abdel Ghany et al., concludes after a detailed analysis that higher ambient 
temperatures during pregnancy are associated with changes in the natural sex ratio at 
birth across India and sub-Saharan Africa. 

प     Demography           ―Temperature and sex ratios at birth‖               प     

Jasmin Abdel Ghany et al.                                                     र        

  र                        र  और sub-Saharan Africa                                 

             

 The paper analyses over five million births drawn from more than 90 Demographic and 
Health Surveys. 

इ     प     90         Demographic and Health Surveys        ग                      

                 य  गय   

 These surveys contained local temperature data to examine how heat exposure across 
trimesters shapes sex ratio at birth. 

इ                                       ,       य       गय                      

trimesters                                                   भ              

 The researchers found that days with maximum temperature above 20°C are negatively 
associated with male births in both regions. 

       ओ     प य     20°C                                                                

   र                   

 In sub-Saharan Africa, fewer male births were observed after high first-trimester 
temperature exposure. 

sub-Saharan Africa         trimester                                             ग   

 This is consistent with increased spontaneous abortions caused by maternal heat stress. 

य                (maternal heat stress)                    (spontaneous abortions)    

            प     

 By contrast, in India, second-trimester temperature exposure is associated with fewer 
male births. 

इ      प      र        र  trimester                                          प य  गय   

 These reductions are concentrated among older mothers in rural areas who have already 
had several children. 

य             प                                                ग ,                ई         

 The daily maximum temperature in the month of birth is 30.0°C in sub-Saharan Africa 
and 30.3°C in India. 

                                   sub-Saharan Africa    30.0°C औ    र     30.3°C     

 In India, during the second trimester, results show a negative relationship between 
temperature exposure and birth sex. 

  र        र  trimester      र  , प                   और                      र    

                 

 Exposure to 25–30°C temperatures lowers the probability of male birth by about 0.014 
percentage points. 

25–30°C                                         0.014                          

 To account for both biophysical health and behavioural mechanisms, researchers 
selected India and sub-Saharan Africa for comparison. 

   -          और      र                                   ओ                  र  और 

sub-Saharan Africa          
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 These regions have vastly different experiences with son preference and sex-selective 
abortion. 

इ                र     और     -                    भ          -        

 In India, several regions show high son preference and sex-selective abortions. 

  र                      र     और     -                   प            

 In sub-Saharan Africa, there is little evidence of son preference and minimal sex-
selective abortions. 

sub-Saharan Africa         र                   औ      -                         

 The study hypothesises that heat-induced pregnancy losses are male-biased. 

  य                            र           (pregnancy losses)                           

    

 This aligns with Trivers and Willard‘s ―frail male‖ hypothesis. 

य  Trivers और Willard    ―frail male‖ hypothesis        प     

 According to this evolutionary argument, weak males are less likely to survive to birth 
under poor environmental conditions. 

इ                              र           र        र      र                       

र                  र        

 After birth, males have lower survival probabilities than females and therefore require 
greater maternal investment. 

                          र                                             , इ     उ   

                (maternal investment)                    

Expert Views on Heat Stress and Pregnancy Risks 

         और                     र                 र 

 Vidhya Venugopal, Country Director (NIHR GHRC NCD-EC), Faculty of Public Health, Sri 
Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research, Chennai, says the results are 
not unexpected. 
Vidhya Venugopal, Country Director (NIHR GHRC NCD-EC), Faculty of Public Health, 

Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research, Chennai            य  

प                       

 They underline the urgency to examine solutions to protect vulnerable groups when 
temperatures soar. 

य  प                   र                       र                                    

                               

 “When your body temperature rises by one or two degrees above the basal temperature, 
it is a fever.” 

“    प    र र                                                       ,    इ       र 

            ” 

 Pregnant women already have a higher body temperature, and if there are rising heat 
situations, there will be a cascade of negative impacts. 

                   र र                               , औ  य                      ,    

   र                     उ     ग   

 In pregnant women, there is a definite increase in adverse events. 

                     र                                   

 These include hypertension, gestational diabetes, and preterm births. 

इ        र    ,                (gestational diabetes) और                (preterm 

births)           

 The risk of underweight babies increases. 

                                        

 While heat is considered extremely natural in tropical countries, the impact of heat 
stress is grossly underestimated. 

                                                            ,                           

    र                        
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 This is particularly true for people living in resource-poor settings. 

य         प          -               र                             

 Jane Hirst, Chair in Global Women‘s Health, The George Institute for Global Health, 
Imperial College London, agrees with this view. 
Jane Hirst, Chair in Global Women‘s Health, The George Institute for Global Health, 

Imperial College London, इ                    

 She says that most evidence associating the risk does not come from the hottest or low 
and middle income countries. 

                                                                                    

            

 However, this situation is slowly changing. 

                  र -  र      र       

 Evidence is now emerging from these nations, indicating that the risks may actually be 
greater. 

                               र     ,                                                

 For instance, global evidence indicates a 25% increase in pre-term births with heat 
stress. 

उ            ,                                                           25%           

    

 However, a study in Tamil Nadu indicated three times the risk, nearly 300%. 

                                               ,      300% प य  गय   

 Both experts agree that governments have a huge role to play. 

                         र  र                              

 They emphasise communicating risks to vulnerable populations as a key step. 

                                    र                                      

 This is because risk perception is very low, reducing the capacity to intervene. 

    इ                                    ,              र                         

    

 Dr. Vidhya stresses the importance of protecting vanishing traditional knowledge 
systems. 

  .                 र   र                    र          प               

 These include resource-appropriate cooling mechanisms and diet practices. 

इ          -                 और    र                   

 According to Prof. Jane, structural changes must also be initiated. 

     र                 र        र                            

 For example, antenatal clinics should be located in well-ventilated buildings. 

उ                                र       र                      

 Safe drinking water should be available so pregnant women can cool themselves. 

  र                         ,      गभ                   र र         र       

 The Indian government has taken the lead in developing Heat Action Plans at regional 
and sub-regional levels. 

  र     र  र          और   -       र    र Heat Action Plans         र           

           ई     

 However, one-third of these plans did not consider pregnant and lactating women and 
infants as vulnerable groups. 

                           -    ई           और        र                            

                                            

 Prof. Jane emphasises the need for adequate funding and resources for climate 
engineering. 

           climate engineering                  और                    प               

 She also highlights the importance of learning from best practices. 

                                  भ                    

 The SMART Health Pregnancy trial, currently underway in two Indian States, is exploring 
early warning signals for AASHA workers on weather events. 

SMART Health Pregnancy trial,                र        र           र     , AASHA 
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                                          र                         र   प    य         

    

 The trial has shown good acceptability. 

इ  प                               

 It is planned to expand across seven other countries. 

इ                        र   र                

 

08Mar. Turning carrot waste into edible material again 

    र               र                       

 As the global population increases, the need for more sustainable and nutritious food 
sources becomes greater. 

    -                     र     ,     -                और                      

                       

 In this context, the book ―Biomass Conversion and Sustainable Biorefinery‖ (2024) edited 
by Lubis et al. highlights recent advances in using wasted biomass from conversion and 
biorefinery concepts. 

इ     भ     Lubis et al.   र               ―Biomass Conversion and Sustainable 

Biorefinery‖ (2024)                           और      र    र      र            य  

 ग      उ  ग    य  गय      

 The book discusses how biomass waste and by-products can be minimised by 
systematic reuse. 

इ  प          य  गय                      और   -                          

(systematic reuse)   र                      

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has pointed out that as populations grow, it is 
important to convert wasted biomass into edible products. 

              (WHO)       य                                                       

                     

 We use a variety of vegetables, eggs, and meat in our meals and discard the inedible 
parts as waste. 

    प   भ             ,      और         उपय ग         औ                  र           

             



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
8 

 One such vegetable is carrot, whose skin, crown, and root tip are usually discarded. 

                 र (carrot)   ,        छ   ,   र  (crown) और                  (root 

tip)                      

 Carrots are also used to prepare sweets, where again small portions are wasted as 
leftovers or inedible parts. 

ग       उपय ग                             ,      छ                                  र  

                 

 An article titled ―Assessment of Carrot Rejects and Wastes for Food Product and as a 
Biofuel‖ by Gagan J. Kaur et al. discusses this issue. 

Gagan J. Kaur et al.                ―Assessment of Carrot Rejects and Wastes for Food 

Product and as a Biofuel‖    इ       प                   ग      

 It was published in the book Biomass Conversion and Sustainable Biorefinery (2024). 

य      Biomass Conversion and Sustainable Biorefinery (2024) प                     

 A December 2025 study in the Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry proposes 
using fungi to utilise carrot waste. 

December 2025    Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry             य        र 

                              (fungi)                   य      

 The research was led by Martin Gand of the Institute of Food Chemistry, Giessen 
University, Germany. 

इ               Martin Gand (Institute of Food Chemistry, Giessen University, Germany) 

     य   

 Fungi are a diverse kingdom of life, distinct from plants and animals. 

     (fungi)                        (kingdom)   ,          और     र              

 This distinction arises mainly because of their unique strategies for acquiring nutrients. 

य   भ         प                 र                 र                     

 Unlike plants, fungi do not perform photosynthesis. 

            र  ,   ग              (photosynthesis)            

 They also do not have roots to grow like plants. 

इ    प             र                     

 Instead, fungi obtain food from external sources. 

इ       य   ग     र                     र       

 Unlike animals, fungi do not ingest food before digestion. 

    र         र  ,   ग                                       

 Instead, they release powerful enzymes into their environment to break down organic 
matter. 

इ       य              र                    छ       ,                               

 They then absorb nutrients using mycelia, a root-like thread network. 

इ           mycelia        -            र                                     र       

 This specialised feeding method allows fungi to thrive in various environments. 

य                  र              ग                र             र                     

 It also supports their important ecological roles. 

य  उ               र                       भ      

 Fungi can break down almost every organic material, including food waste. 

  ग   गभग  र    र                 , य                       भ          र          

 A common example of fungi is the mushroom. 

  ग              उ           (mushroom)     

 Mushrooms are used to prepare soups, curry, pasta, and pizzas. 

        उपय ग    ,  र ,      और                 य           

 They are vegetarian and rich in vitamins and antioxidants. 

य        र          और                 ऑ          र  र          

 Mushrooms grow using external materials including food waste. 

        र       ,               ,    उपय ग               

 They are also frequently recommended by nutritionists in diets. 

इ               (nutritionists) भ                                      



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
9 

 The December 2025 study tested more than 100 types of mushrooms from different 

countries. 

December 2025               भ           100            र            प       य  गय   

 These mushrooms were found highly efficient at breaking down indigestible wastes. 

य                                        प   ग   

 The researchers studied how fungi digest carrot waste and produce edible material. 

       ओ       य    य             र                 र                          

 The mycelia of pink oyster mushrooms grown on carrot waste were converted into 
―vegan patties.‖ 

   र           र     pink oyster mushroom    mycelia    ―vegan patties‖         गय   

 These patties can replace soy in some recipes. 

य  प                                                              

 While many people consume carrots in curries, salads, snacks, and sweets, experts 
suggest using more mushrooms for health benefits. 

          ग  र ,     ,     और                र           र     ,                   

                                    

 Our future food security may depend on transforming food waste into high-quality 
proteins and vitamins using fungi. 

                    र   इ      प    भ                                             

                        और                           

 

 
08Mar. Supertough bug may also survive 
colliding worlds 

                    र                        

र          

 The bacteria Deinococcus radiodurans is famous 
for its ability to survive extreme radiation and dryness. 

Deinococcus radiodurans           र    प         

    र  (radiation) और      (dryness)                  

                     

 Researchers have found that it can also survive the 
intense pressures of being blasted off a planet‘s 
surface. 

       ओ     प य        य                             

       र                र                     भ      

            

 The pressure endured ranges between 14,000–
24,000 Earth atmospheres. 

य  14,000–24,000                      (Earth 

atmospheres)                    

 Genetic analysis of the survivors revealed that 
they focused on DNA repair and iron transport 

mechanisms. 

                                   (genetic analysis)    

प             DNA  र   (DNA repair) और   र    र    (iron transport)    य ओ  प      

               

 These mechanisms help them recover from the trauma caused by extreme pressure. 

य      उ                              र                      

 The findings support the idea that life could travel between planets inside ejected rocks. 

य        इ                                              छ        र   (ejected rocks)    

   र       र          
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 This concept suggests the possibility of panspermia, where life spreads between planets. 

य                    (panspermia)      भ                 ,                            

         

 Such findings may expand the search for extraterrestrial life beyond Earth. 

                   र     -          (extraterrestrial life)           और        र      

    

Simulated reality 

            र      (    र            ) 

 Why do some people believe the whole universe 
is a simulation? 

       ग                 प          (Universe)    

         (Simulation)   ? 

 In half a century, video games have gone from 
dots on a screen to lifelike 3D worlds. 

                            र                        

          3D     र      प    ग      

 Believers argue that in future, we’ll eventually 
create simulations indistinguishable from reality. 

                                                    ग  

                                         

 If an advanced civilization creates millions of 
such simulations, simulated ‗people‘ could far 
outnumber real people. 

 य                                           ,    

          ‗   ‘                                       

 Extrapolating from there, if there are a million 
‗fake universes‘ and only one real one, it’s statistically more likely that we’re in a fake one. 

 इ     ग          ग      , य          ‗          ‘     औ                ,    

               य         भ                              

 There are many problems with the idea. 

 इ      र                      

 It doesn’t explain the origins of reality, only abstracts it back one level. 

 य                                    ,     इ            र   छ              

 Second, our universe alone being real is simpler than our universe being simulated by a 
parent universe (Occam‘s razor). 

      ,                               इ                                                

  र                      (ऑ        र        )  

 The best computers also struggle to simulate hundreds of atoms at the quantum level; 
simulating a universe could demand more energy than what the universe itself holds. 

               र भ         र प          र                                        ; प    

                              उ    भ                                                 

   र        

 One condition for a scientific theory to be valid is it must be falsifiable: you can test it and 
potentially prove it wrong with an experiment. 

                                           य                     (Falsifiable)           : 

       प उ    र           औ                                  

 The simulation idea isn’t falsifiable. 

                 र                    
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GS Paper III: Environment, 

TOPICS COVERED  08 March  2026 

08Mar What is the state of the environment in India? 

   र          र               ? 

08Mar Govt. announces standards for green ammonia, methanol 

  र  र                और                              
 

08Mar. What is 
the state of the 
environment in 

India? 

   र          र  

             ? 

 What does 
the Centre for 
Science and 
Environment‘s report 
for 2025 say about 
pressing challenges? 

 2025     र        
Centre for Science 
and Environment 

(CSE)                   

     र              ? 

 On February 
25, the Delhi-based 
Centre for Science 
and Environment 
(CSE) released the 
‗State of India‘s 
Environment 2026‘. 

 25               

    Centre for 
Science and 

Environment (CSE)    
‗State of India‘s 
Environment 2026‘ 

       य   

 The report that 
the research and 
advocacy non-profit 

has been publishing 
since 1982. 

 य    प       research 
and advocacy non-

profit      1982    

                     

 The report 
gives a bird‘s-eye 
view of the 
environmental 
challenges the country 
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faces. 

 य    प                       environmental challenges    bird‘s-eye view               

 These range from floods, extreme weather events, changes in tiger behaviour, and air 
pollution. 

 इ       , extreme weather events,              र          और                      

 It also gives a global perspective of climate change and connects it to the Indian context. 

 य  climate change    global perspective भ               औ  इ     र                       

Are extreme weather events increasing? 

    extreme weather events    र     ? 

 The report says that in 2025, India experienced the highest rise in both the frequency and 
severity of extreme weather events over the past four years. 

   प              2025    भ        प      र                 extreme weather events          

और                                    ग   

 These include heatwaves, cold waves, heavy rainfall, and floods. 

 इ    heatwaves, cold waves,   र       और               

 Data from January 1 to November 30, 2025, show that such events were recorded on 99% 
of the days in 2025. 

 1    र     30     र 2025                                2025    99%                  ग   

 This resulted in 4,419 reported deaths. 

 इ    4,419             ग    

 It also affected at least 17.41 million hectares of crop area. 

 इ             17.41 million hectares          भ         

 This is a sharp rise from 2024, when extreme weather events occurred on 88% of days. 

 य  2024                        ,               88%                 

 That year they caused 3,393 deaths. 

 उ      3,393              

 They also impacted 3.61 million ha of crop area. 

 औ  3.61 million ha          भ            

 In 2023, 89% of days experienced such events. 

 2023    89%                             ग   

 This resulted in 3,208 deaths. 

 इ    3,208           

 And 2.09 million ha of crop damage. 

 औ  2.09 million ha             

 Himachal Pradesh was the worst hit by extreme weather events with 267 days. 

                extreme weather events               भ   प  ,      267         

             

 It was followed by Kerala (173 days). 

 इ          र  (173    )      

 And Madhya Pradesh (162 days). 

 औ          (162    )      

 Taken together, these trends signal a ―widening ecological backlash‖. 

 इ   भ            ―widening ecological backlash‖                    

 They underscore the urgency of meaningful climate action. 

 य  meaningful climate action                                     

 Without decisive efforts to cut risks and emissions, the disasters we face today risk 
becoming the norm tomorrow. 

 य   risks और emissions        र                                ग ,           प     

              र               

 The report said this clearly. 

   प       इ       प            
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Are floods becoming more intense? 

                    र     ? 

 The report talks about how a warming climate will substantially increase the possibility of 
widespread floods. 

   प                warming climate                       भ                ग   

 It says climate change is not a distant possibility. 

   प               climate change   ई   र                     

 It is already shaping our rivers, our cities, and our lives. 

 य  प             र        ,    र    र   और    र           भ                

 Future resilience will depend on how quickly we can integrate climate science into 
everyday planning. 

 भ       resilience इ      प    भ      ग                  climate science    र   र      

                        

 This includes how we design culverts and how we allocate land along rivers. 

 इ    य  भ                 culverts              र      औ                र                

      र       

 It says India’s approach should move from post-disaster relief work to pre-disaster 
resilience. 

   प               भ       post-disaster relief work     ग       pre-disaster resilience प  

                

 The report emphasises nature-based solutions. 

   प    nature-based solutions प               

 These include restoring wetlands. 

 इ    wetlands                    

 It also includes reconnecting rivers to floodplains. 

 इ                  floodplains      र          भ            

 It includes recharging groundwater. 

 इ    groundwater recharge भ            

 It also includes harvesting rainwater. 

 इ    rainwater harvesting भ            

 And restoring and constructing lakes. 

 औ                            भ            

 Is tiger behaviour changing? 

                 र     र     ? 

 The report notes that there is an increase in tigers killing humans. 

   प          य  गय                र              र                र       

 From January to June 2025, at least 43 people were killed near tiger reserves. 

    र         2025        tiger reserves                 43       र      

 In four cases, tigers consumed parts of their victims. 

   र                                र र      छ              

 In the same period in 2024, 44 people lost their lives to tiger attacks. 

 2024    इ           44                                       

 Tigers rarely turn into compulsive human-eaters. 

       य      भ  compulsive human-eaters          

 But tiger attacks and consumption of humans increase when the wild cats grow old or 
suffer from injuries. 

       tiger attacks औ                                                                        

         

 This happens when they are unable to hunt for food. 

 य                       र  र                        

 Or when their natural prey base disappears. 

 य     उ    natural prey base                  

 According to experts and wildlife observers, one reason is proximity of humans to tiger 
territory. 
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          और wildlife observers           इ                      tiger territory     र   

र        

 CSE notes that both the tiger population and the number of people living near forests are 

increasing. 

 CSE           tiger population औ                र                                        

 In 20 States with tiger populations, around 40% of tiger territory overlaps with land 
home to 60 million people. 

 20 र                 प          ,       गभग 40% tiger territory     भ       ओ    प              

60 million     र        

 Tiger populations inside reserve areas are at a saturation point. 

 reserve areas    भ    tiger population saturation point प  प             

 As a result, the big cats are venturing outside protected areas. 

 इ    प       प     protected areas       र              

 Experts attribute these changes to overcrowding, habitat loss, and human activity near 
tiger habitats. 

        इ                  overcrowding, habitat loss और tiger habitats        human 

activity              

 Is India measuring air pollution properly? 

      र                               र     ? 

 As per CSE‘s analysis, only 15% of India‘s population lives within 10 kilometres of a 
continuous air quality monitor. 

 CSE                            र     15%          10        र       र      

continuous air quality monitor    प            

 This means about 200 million people. 

 य   गभग 200 million                    

 The remaining 85% population, more than 1.2 billion people, breathe air that is outside 
any measurable range. 

      85%      , य    1.2 billion            ,                                           

           र     

 Air quality monitoring remains concentrated in large cities. 

 Air quality monitoring             र                

 These are primarily State capitals and metropolitan regions. 

 य       प    र      र          और      र           

 Entire districts, industrial belts and fast-growing peri-urban belts remain outside the 
monitoring grid. 

 प        , industrial belts और              peri-urban      भ  भ  monitoring grid             

 The result is a fragmented picture. 

 इ    प      fragmented picture     प                  

 A few zones have dense overlapping data coverage. 

              dense overlapping data coverage उप       

 But vast regions appear blank. 

                          ई          

 This absence is not just a gap in information. 

 य       information gap          

 It is also an example of structural inequality in India‘s environmental governance. 

 य    र     environmental governance    structural inequality    उ      भ      

 Hundreds of smaller towns experience comparable or even higher levels of air pollution. 

        छ      र                     र                                  

 This is due to local industrial and transport activities. 

 य        औ      और   र                                

 Yet they have no real-time data at all. 

     भ       real-time data                     
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08Mar. Govt. announces standards for green 
ammonia, methanol 

  र  र                और               

               

 The government announced standards for 
green ammonia and green methanol for India to boost 
trade of green hydrogen derivatives under the 
National Green Hydrogen Mission. 

  र  र                औ                         

                 र                                                    र              र 

           य          

 The mission, with an initial outlay of ₹19,744 crore, aims at making India a global hub for 
production, utilisation and export of green hydrogen and it‘s derivatives. 

 य      ,         र          ₹19,744  र     ,    उ      र                             

             और         र               ,       और          य          

 The standards outline the emission thresholds and eligibility norms for ammonia and 
methanol to be classified as ‗green‘. 

 इ                       (Emission Thresholds) औ                            ग          

        और           ‗   ‘     प     ग       य          

 


